USDA Forest Service (USDA FS), Sequoia National Forest

FOREST SELECTS NEW WHITEWATER BOATING PERMITTEE FOR KERN RIVER

PORTERVILLE, CA., December 6, 2006.  Sequoia National Forest Acting Forest Supervisor Brent Handley announced today that Mountain & River Adventures (MRA) has been selected to provide commercial outfitter and guide services for whitewater boating trips on the Forks of the Kern, Upper Kern and Lower Kern River. 

MRA, which is based in Kernville, California, is already authorized through special use permits to provide recreation services on the Sequoia National Forest, although not on the Kern River.

"We are looking forward to a continued successful working relationship with MRA and are excited to work with them in this new capacity. We expect they will provide top quality public service in the form of safe, guided whitewater boating trips at reasonable rates," stated Handley.

John Stallone's Mountain & River Adventures will each be issued an outfitter-guide special use permit for operations to begin in the spring of 2007.

MRA faced stiff competition among the applications submitted. Each application was evaluated according to the criteria published in the prospectus, issued in September. Particular attention was paid to the diversity of boating services proposed and the applicants' experience, qualifications, and past performance.

"Public demand for boating is on the rise, due to increased population and popularity, primarily from the Los Angeles Basin. We are looking forward to high quality service being provided to our forest visitors," said Handley.

The commercial whitewater boating program on the Kern River has been established on the Sequoia National Forest since 1979.

For further information about whitewater boating opportunities on the Kern River, contact Recreation Manager Cheryl Bauer at 760-376-3781.
The above information has been excerpted from the actual US Forest Service press release issued on 12/6/06.

